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¢ Magic Mountain in Lowe-Porter's translation,
( the project of translating Barthes's Comment
umble. the lecture course he began a week after
gural lecture, which in English is ttled How to
ther. My copy of the novel is a bit battered now -

ris creased. One long crease runs up the frontof
cianbihalheiohi t‘lllﬁm.mmro"

ife-lin
«datth
yove (1 soaling the greyer, s (BRI proan
itand up and out it e white hy
ippern widpe of the book I'he Magie Mowitwin
StPUC d wanatoriumediving I8 W key e fin
pinthe  ype conrse, one of i xmnl s lection ol
Xt8 =0 s dlappud ax he o alb them . Supporiing
W tcxtv 4 brace us, the ones we oy iy, testing
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seem v i convernmion with, whether direct
ndirec Fie texin that enable ux oy o willv
ngata very (ineourse, nays Warthes, Is genes
d SUSt (| vy i ow i more or less bl neratie,
ectly 1 mbered selection, Thin s not s mneh
ment i winviple “I'here I an age ot whie h we
what w o, he'd snid in the inaugut al lecture
comer yiher age ot which we tom I what we di
wow; (h called research. Tn this digressive, ox
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rather 4 dictate the tndividual rhythme of i
acale  ymunity. Allowlng for something like

Lolitade, ax Barthes puts it, with regular interruptions.
What kinds of structures, gpatial or temporal, would
cnable this? Where to look for suggestion and detail, for
models and counter-models that could be simulated, or
alveady find thelr part equivalents, in life? As materials
(o think with, Barthes compiles this unlikely corpus —an

unexpeeted colleetion of writings and novels: 7he Magic
—- i ahoin st et tha Dagart Kathers,
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0y, anticipating the gonversations between Topies,
(e e ments The invitation 1o his budience wi o col
fatsirnte autively i the inguiry o (L d the suggested
RUUETOL thomuelven, or (o propose new ones. And they
il they Npﬂkt‘ with Barthes between the sessions, of
[t netes el wrote letters, anking guestions maling
correetions, |nm‘ulmu alternative references redireat
i the path of the research foward their own different
comeernn, whilch might be one way ol describing 1o m
ol what ) thiink 1 am doing here
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